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I considered important enough to be mentioned : namely,
his own attitude towards contemporary music and musicians.
I began rather carefully : " Do you consider that the
Germans are still leading in the world of music ? "
" No, certainly not. For me Richard Strauss is the last
great German composer. •* You may like or you may dislike
him, but you must admit that he as a composer of true
greatness. Otherwise the creative musical genius seems
to have shifted to France."
"What about Pfitzner, about Schonberg, Webern,
Hindemith, Alban Berg, Weill ? "
" Don't ask me about them. Most of them belong to
another generation that I don't understand, and there is
little in common between them and myself."
I thought I might venture my final attack, and so I asked:
" Mr. President, it is quite impossible to find out from other
people your opinion about the younger generation of
pianists. Nobody seems to know it. Have you ever heard
Vladimir Horowitz ? "
Without a second's hesitation Paderewski replied : " I
heard him a few years ago in Chicago. I must admit
that I liked him very much ; I liked both his playing and
his appearance and his general bearing." (I remembered
how important Paderewski considered the latter point
in a pianist.)
" What did you like best about him ? "
" He was self-disciplined, and, above all, he has rhythm
and tone. I only heard him play the D Minor Concerto
by Rachmaninoff, but it was very fine indeed. Of course
I cannot tell how he tackles the great classical composers,
what he does with Bach, Beethoven, Chopin or Schumann.
If he does not get spoiled, and if he can keep up his present
power, he ought to go very far."
" Did his technique impress you ? "
" I think it was good enough to carry him over any
difficulties, and it was not obvious. Without any doubt he
is the most convincing among the younger pianists."

